Excerpts from Life-Study of 1 John, Message 1

A WORD CONCERNING
THE WRITINGS OF JOHN (1)

Bible Verses:
1 John 1:2(And the life was manifested, and we
have seen and testify and report to you
the eternal life, which was with the

Father and was manifested to us);

1 John 1:3That which we have seen and heard we
report also to you that you also may have
fellowship with us, and indeed our
fellowship is with the Father and with
His Son Jesus Christ.

This message 1s an introductory word concerning
the writings of John. John’s writings include his
Gospel, his three Epistles, and his Revelation. These
writings occupy a particular and striking place in the
full revelation of God in the Bible. In his Gospel,
Epistles, and Revelation, John writes of things that are
mysterious. These things are mysterious because they
are divine. Therefore, we need to see that John’s



writings are altogether a revelation of divine things.
Here I would emphasize two words: revelation and
divine.

As we read the writings of John, it 1s not adequate
merely to exercise our mentality. We need much
prayer. We also need to believe that today the divine
Spirit is within us, in our spirit. We should trust in this
indwelling Spirit to give us the revelation of the things
contained in John’s writings, and also the wisdom to
grasp, lay hold of, the things that we see in our spirit as
a result of this revelation. Like the apostle Paul, we
need to pray for a spirit of wisdom and revelation:
“That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and revelation
in the full knowledge of Him” (Eph. 1:17). It 1s not
sufficient simply to read John’s writings or meditate on
them. Neither is 1t sufficient only to exercise our
natural understanding. When we come to the writings
of John, we should not trust in our reading, meditating,
or understanding. On the contrary, we should pray,
“Lord, I depend on You to grant me a revelation of
what is contained in these writings. Lord, I do not trust
my natural ability to understand Your word.”



The entire book of Revelation is a revelation. This
is why it opens with the words, “The revelation of
Jesus Christ which God gave to Him” (1:1). The word
revelation denotes the opening of a veil. Revelation 1s
a matter of opening a veil to show us something
mysterious hidden behind the veil. We all need such an
unveiling. Many marvelous divine things have been
concealed, but we may experience an unveiling and
have these things revealed to us.

God 1s real and infinite. How can we, mere human
beings, comprehend Him? This is impossible. We do
not have the capacity to comprehend God. But we
thank Him that He created us with a spirit, and in His
salvation He has regenerated our deadened spirit and
has imparted His divine life into our spirit. He has even
oiven us Himself as the life-giving Spirit to dwell within
our spirit. Only in our regenerated spirit are we
qualified to see a revelation of the mysterious things in
the writings of John. Our human mentality 1s not
qualified for this. There is no possibility of seeing such
things with our natural mind. Thank the Lord that we
have a regenerated spirit, even a mingled spirit, our
regenerated spirit mingled with the divine Spurit.
Therefore, we should turn to this mingled spirit and



pray, “Lord, we trust in Your unveiling and in Your
wisdom. We believe, Lord, that You want to show us
something in John’s writings. Lord, as You opened the
veil to the apostle John, open it again to us. Lord, we
need the reopening of the veil. Have mercy on us, and
unveil the mysteries again. Grant us the wisdom to
understand and lay hold of what You want to show us
in the Epistles of John.”

John’s writings not only lift us out of the well but
bring us to the heavens. In Revelation John could
declare that he saw a door opened in heaven and that
he beheld a throne set in heaven and One sitting upon
the throne (4:1-2). Eventually, John saw the new
heaven, the new earth, and the New Jerusalem (21:1-
2). In a very real sense, the book of Revelation actually
is not a book of prophecies; it is a book of revelation.
In this book we are rescued from our low state and
lifted up to the heavens. I hope that these messages will
help you to be uplifted in this way. Then you will be
able to testify, “No longer am I in a well with a narrow,
limited view. Now I am in the heavens with a clear view
of God’s revelation.” The purpose of John’s writings 1s
to uplift us and show us a revelation of mysterious,
divine things.



As the Gospel of John supplements the synoptic
Gospels, so the Epistles of John supplement the other
New Testament Epistles. I have studied the writings of
Paul and Peter, and I appreciate them very much. 1
have also studied the Epistles of James and Jude. I can
testify that if we did not have the Epistles of John, we
would sense a great loss. The Epistles of John are an
important supplement to all the other Epistles.

Furthermore, the book of Revelation 1s a
supplement to the entire Bible. Imagine what the Bible
would be like if it did not include the book of
Revelation. If such were the case, the Bible would be
lacking a conclusion. What a great loss that would be!

First John 1:2 and 3 say, “(And the life was
manifested, and we have seen and testity and report to
you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was
manifested to us); that which we have seen and heard
we report also to you that you also may have fellowship
with us, and indeed our fellowship is with the Father
and with His Son Jesus Christ.” In these verses John
says that the apostles report eternal life to us so that we
may have fellowship with them. In what other writing
can you find such a word? In the Epistle of 1 John we
have the reporting of eternal life for the purpose of



fellowship. This means that eternal life produces
fellowship. When this life is reported, the result is the
fellowship of the divine life. Therefore, in 1:2 and 3 we
have the divine life with its divine fellowship.

First John 2:27 says, “As for you, the anointing
which you have recetved from Him abides in you, and
you have no need that anyone teach you; but as His
anointing teaches you concerning all things and 1s true
and 1s not a lie, and even as 1t has taught you, abide in
Him.” In this verse John says that the Lord’s anointing
teaches us concerning all things, and as it has taught us,
we should abide in Him. The teaching of the anointing
is altogether different from the knowledge of man’s
great teachers, including what is called the highest
learning of Confucius. May we all have a full realization
of the fact that the divine anointing within us 1s
teaching us all the time and that we need simply to
abide in the Lord according to the anointing.

According to 3:9, everyone who has been begotten
of God does not practice sin, because His seed abides
in him. To practice sin is to live in sin habitually.
Because we have been begotten of God, we do not
practice sin. For example, a cat practices mouse-
catching because it has such a life. However, a dog,



having a different kind of life, does not have that
practice. Anyone who practices sin 1s not a child of
God. No one who 1s a child of God habitually lives 1n
sin.

First John 5:4 says, “Everything that has been
begotten of God overcomes the world,” and 5:18 says,
“We know that everyone who is begotten of God does
not sin, but he who has been begotten of God keeps
himself, and the evil one does not touch him.” When
we put these verses together, we see that everything
that has been begotten of God overcomes the world
and that the evil one does not touch him. Later, we will
see why 5:4 speaks of “everything” and 5:18 speaks of
“everyone.” At present it 1s sufficient to see that
everything that has been begotten of God overcomes
the world and the evil one does not touch him.

I would encourage you to spend some time to pray
over these verses. I believe that if you pray over them,
you will see something divine. I can testify that I have
seen that eternal life has been reported to me, that 1
have a divine fellowship, that the divine anointing is
within me, that I have been begotten of God, that I
have the divine seed, and that I may be a person not
touched by Satan. May we all see the marvelous



revelation contained in these verses and be able to
testify boldly concerning them.

Read the verses and footnotes online:https://text.recoveryversion.bible/61 2Peter 1.htm#SPel-5

Read the complete message
online:https:/ /www.ministrybooks.org/books/reader.php?cid=SOVHhVtW ZCw&s=0




