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THE DIVINE LIFE (2)
Bible Verses

1John 1:2 (And the life was manifested, and we
have seen and testify and report to you the eternal
life, which was with the Father and was manifested
to us);

3 That which we have seen and heard
we report also to you that you also may have
fellowship with us, and indeed our fellowship is
with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.

We have pointed out that the eternal life is eternal
not only with respect to time but also with respect to
quality. This life 1s also eternal with respect to its
sphere. Therefore, the word eternal denotes three
things: time, space, and quality. As to the element of
time, this life will last forever. As to space, to sphere,
this life 1s vast, unlimited. As to quality, eternal life 1s
perfect and complete, without defect or shortage. The
sphere, or field, of eternal life encompasses the whole
universe. Eternal life 1s so vast that it covers the entire
field of life. Whatever 1s 1n the field of life is
encompassed by this eternal life. Our human life,



however, 1s very different. Our life is not only
temporary, but it is also limited. But eternal life 1s
neither temporary nor limited; rather, it is everlasting
with respect to time and unlimited with respect to
space. Furthermore, our life has many defects and
shortages. However, the divine life, the eternal life, has
no defects and no shortages.

The eternal life is an indestructible life (Heb. 7:10).
Nothing can destroy or dissolve this life. It is an
endless life, being the eternal, divine, uncreated life,
and the resurrection life, which has passed through the
test of death and Hades (Acts 2:24 ; Rev. 1:18). Satan
and his followers thought that they had terminated this
life by crucifying it. The religious leaders had a similar
concept. However, crucifixion gave this life the best
opportunity to be multiplied, to be propagated.
Because this life is unlimited, it can never be
conquered, subdued, or destroyed.

Eternal life 1s also the Son of God. This life 1s not
simply a matter or a thing; this life is a person. The
divine life is God Himself expressed in His Son. First
John 5:12 says, “He who has the Son has the life.” In
our experience we know that eternal life is the Son of
God Himself. First John 1:2 says that eternal life was



with the Father. The Greek word rendered “with” is
pros (used with the Greek accusative case). It is a
preposition of motion, implying living and acting in
union and communion with. The eternal life, which i1s
the Son, not only was with the Father but also was
living and acting in union and communion with the
Father in eternity. This word corresponds with John
1:1-2. The Father 1s the source of the eternal life, from
whom and with whom the Son was manifested as the
expression of the eternal life for those the Father has
chosen to partake of and enjoy this life. Instead of
trying to analyze these aspects of eternal life, we should
enjoy them as “courses” of a spiritual meal. Eternal life
is the life of God, it is the Son of God, and it was with
the Father in eternity. Here we have at least four
courses for our enjoyment: God, the Son of God, the
Father, and eternity. Some may wonder how to enjoy
all these marvelous courses. According to my
experience, the best way to enjoy them 1s to pray-read
the Word.

Eternal life was not only promised and manifested;
it was also released through Christ’s death (John 3:14-
15). The divine life was concealed, confined, in Christ.
But through His death this divine life was released
from within Him. The eternal life that was released



from within Christ through His death has been
imparted into the believers through His resurrection.
Concerning this, 1 Peter 1:3 says, “Blessed be the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to
His great mercy has regenerated us unto a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead.”

In Romans 5:17 Paul goes on to say, “If, by the
offense of the one, death reigned through the one,
much more those who receive the abundance of grace
and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life
through the One, Jesus Christ.” Having the divine life
within us, we may be saved by this life and also reign
in 1t. We can be kings ruling in the divine life over all
negative things. For example, it may be difficult for us
to rule our temper. Many of us would say, “Instead of
ruling like a king over my temper, my temper has been
ruling me.” The reason many saints cannot rule their
temper 1s that they do not enjoy eternal life. Do not
make up your mind and strongly decide that from now
on you will never lose your temper. That way does not
work. Instead, forget about your temper and feast on
this life. I would encourage you to mingle the calling
on the name of the Lord with the pray-reading of the
Word. If you do this, you will enjoy the Lord. As you



enjoy Him, He will be the One reigning over all the
negative things. Then as He reigns within you, you will
reign in His reigning. This is the proper way to reign in
life over your temper.
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